
 
 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

 

SIR STIRLING MOSS IS ONCE AGAIN VICTORIOUS – 

AND THIS TIME ITS IN THE AUCTION ARENA 

 

Santa Monica, CA (March 19, 2010) – Gooding & Company is proud to announce that 

legendary race car driver Sir Stirling Moss is the new owner of the $1.705 Million 1961 

Porsche RS61 Spyder from the auction houses’ debut Amelia Island Auction on Friday, 

March 12.  Despite a serious accident a few days earlier, Moss pursued the rare sports 

racer via a proxy bidder who had been instructed by him from his hospital bed in the 

United Kingdom to pursue the car vigorously, which saw him eventually claim the 

winning bid for the Porsche RS61. 

 

“I was terribly disappointed to miss Gooding & Company’s inaugural auction in Amelia 

Island last week,” said Sir Stirling Moss. “I have long sought after a Porsche RS and had 

my eye on that Porsche RS 61 for several weeks and now cannot wait to see my new 

car!”  

 

The Porsche race car is similar to the RS60 Sir Stirling raced during the 1960s, in which 

he nearly won the 1961 Targa Florio.   Gooding & Company is honored to have sold it to 

one of the world’s most influential and talented race car drivers who is a also a friend and 

client of the auction house.  The Porsche RS61 was one of two world record sales at 

Gooding & Company’s first-ever Amelia Island Auction that garnered more than $16.1 

Million for a total of 58 out of 71 lots sold, averaging an impressive $278,300 per car.  

 

A legend who continues to lead by example far past his heroic racing days, Sir Stirling 

released a touching and light-hearted personal letter last week sharing his regret for not 



being able to attend the Amelia Island Concours d’Elegance as scheduled.  Many 

enthusiasts were struck by the strength and positive disposition expressed in the letter, 

despite the serious nature of the accident taken place a few days earlier.  

 

“I was thrilled to learn that it was none other than Stirling Moss who offered the final bid 

on the Porsche RS61 at our Amelia Island Auction,” said David Gooding, president and 

founder of Gooding & Company.  “My deep concern for his health following his accident 

turned to sheer amazement when I learned that he was the one driving the bidding rush 

for that car.”  

 

Originally estimated to sell between $1.2 – $1.5 Million, Moss finished the bidding race 

by offering a final price of $1.705 Million. One of only 14 ever built, the lightweight, 4-

Cam RS61 was the ultimate evolution of the Porsche Spyder project that began with the 

legendary 550 Spyder. Between 1961-1963, this car captured over a dozen victories in 

the hands of numerous significant racing figures.    

 

As a standard practice, Gooding & Company respects and values the privacy of its 

clients.  In this circumstance, Gooding & Company agreed with Sir Stirling Moss to 

reveal information behind the purchase of the 1961 Porsche RS61.  

 

*The prices are in US Dollars, including the buyer’s premium and are rounded to the 

nearest dollar.  Gooding & Company is not responsible for typographical errors or 

omissions.  For a full list of final sales results, please visit www.GoodingCo.com. 

 

Gooding & Company, the official auction house of the Pebble Beach Concours 

d’Elegance, will be conducting its annual two-day Pebble Beach Auction on August 14 & 

15, 2010. The Saturday and Sunday evening auctions will commence at 6:00 PM and are 

located at the Pebble Beach Equestrian Center. Guests and media may preview the cars 

from Wednesday, August 11 through Sunday, August 15.   Pebble Beach Auction 

catalogues are available for $100 and admit two to the viewing and the auction.  General 

admission tickets may be purchased at the tent for $40 per person. 



 

Auctions are broadcast live from Gooding & Company’s website on 

www.goodingco.com/auction.  Bidder registration forms, press credentials and additional 

auction information are also available on www.goodingco.com or by calling (310) 899-

1960.  For additional vehicle information and up-to-the-minute results, follow Gooding & 

Company on Facebook and Twitter @GoodingCompany.  

 

About Gooding & Company 

Gooding & Company provides unparalleled service for those in the collector car market, 

offering a wide range of services, including private and estate sales, appraisals and 

collection management.  At its annual Scottsdale Auction in January 2010, Gooding & 

Company topped Arizona’s auction week charts for the third year in a row with the sale 

of the $3.74 Million 1956 Jaguar D-Type Sports Racer.  In 2009, the auction house 

achieved three world records and sold a combined total of more than $83.2 million in 

collector automobiles, with five vehicles selling for more than $3 million each and 11 lots 

selling for more than $1 million each. For more information, please contact (310) 899-

1960 or visit www.goodingco.com.  
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